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ABOUT THE PROJECT

This comic series is the continuation of a project launched in 2016 by
Seattle Center, Seattle Center Foundation, and Public Health —
Seattle & King County. Together, we partnered with a team of comic artists
to tell stories about the challenges that people face accessing healthcare.

The new comics commemorate ten years of Seattle/King County Clinic,

a four-day event that provides free dental, vision, and medical care for
people in need. We hope these stories spark conversations about what can
be done to reduce barriers to healthcare and make the need for
short-term events like Seattle/King County Clinic obsolete.
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Gernegot a letler
from her insurance
carrier &nform'm_, her
that from now on she
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Prescr'.pt'-ons via maal
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when she set vp her
account onlin€, she
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When | visited Gerrie,
| sat on hold withher
doctor’s office while
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password en her computer,

In +he same week, we
|@arned another Bartell
Drugs closed, |eaying
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access to a place to
PicK vp their meds 1n
their neighborhood.
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computer,
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My family was on Medicaid from
2018-2022.
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1 had my first Kid in 2018~
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: ~ She was born prematurely
@ . and needed o lot of extra
N support for a while.
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We were on Medicaid and SNAP
throughout that financially shaky
period of time,
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1 wasn't able to go back to work
full-time, freelance jobs were few and
far between, and weren't paying well,

= 1
RN

My husband’s job had Kind
of stagnated too, and so
he started \aw school.

It covered everything: primary care,

pediatrician visits, dental, and obgyn

visits while 1 was pregnant with our
second child-
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the same doctors office
that we still go to now.
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1 never sensed any judgement or felt
like 1 was being treated differently at
the doctor while on Medicaid.
And T was always treated with dignity
by the people af the Medicaid Office.

1 had a lot of misconceptions about
Medicaid initially!

1 think we were the

first people in our

families to use such
social welfare

projrams,

Neither of us
come from wealth

and it very much

felt \ike s\ipping
down the ladder.

The more ] talked to other parents,
the more 1 realized thet a bunch
of us used Medicaid,
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We got of f of these programs one month
before our second child was born, when my
husband grodusted school and started
working as a lawyer.

I'm so thankful Medicaid (and SNAPY)
allowed my family to be where we are today.
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- 1 want everyone to have the
| same opportunity that we did.
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But, the pharmacy
never fills the
prgscr\pfﬁon.

My doctor
calls ond
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Without
them, al)
areas of
my |ife

gSvFFe r.
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| felt a sudden pain
o my side .. 1t rad-
ated wp my body into
my jaw. | wendered f‘:rq
second i ¥ | was having
a heart attack,

[t Subsided after l0 mn.

The EKG test showed
no 155ues with my hearl,
but | had another
episode q few weeks
lateér..

"\t was Scarier because
|l was not at hgme.

Two large stones
were detected, one
almost filling +he
whole organ,

1t happened aga.;na few

months later. | %uickly
took an aspirin and then

waited 1+ out. A friend
online warned me nd to

ignore early 5igMs.

| finally got a refferal
o a cardiologist and
made the first available
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Can Some-
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v Wur el\t
~ »J)| bu not

an ?
emergency
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Over the phone the
cardiolegist said 1d
have to go back to
my PCP for the next
steps of treatment,

Sorry,
bk
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| was e Lest person to
checK inat the walk-
in clinic, yet everyene
after me was seen be-
fore me and \ had to

u)a.si 3 houcs,
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At the apporntment, I
described my sy mptoms
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said,

Une,
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| received a letter in-
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Marias Story
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Maria’s Story by David Lasky, 2025



ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Roy Frank (Eroyn Franklin) is a cofounder and former Creative Director of Short Run
Comix & Arts Festival. After working as an experiential designer at NBBJ and Interior
Architects they created The Whatever Factory-a space for art education and
experimentation in Rainer Beach, Seattle. eroynfranklin.com

Kelly Froh is a comic artist, art instructor, and co-founder and Executive Director of
Short Run Comix & Arts Festival in Seattle. Her work can be found at
cargocollective.com/kefroh and previously in The Seattle Weekly, The Seattle Review
of Books, Moss, The Women's Review of Books and Popula.

Tatiana Gill is a Seattle-based cartoonist who uses her art to show strength and
vulnerability, often on themes of mental health and diversity. Gill has created dozens of
self-published comic books and contributes to publications across the world.
tatianagill.com

David Lasky coauthored the graphic novel The Carter Family: Don’t Forget This Song,
which won the comics industry’s Eisner Award. Among his best known work is the
comic book, No Ordinary Flu, made in collaboration with Public Health -

Seattle & King County.

Meredith Li-Vollmer works in commmunications for Public Health — Seattle & King
County. Her experience with Seattle/King County Clinic inspired her to organize this
project. Her comics projects have been published in The New York Times, The
Stranger, PEN America, and The American Journal of Public Health. She is author of
Graphic Public Health: A Comics Anthology and Roadmap which was recognized as
Best of Graphic Medicine in 2022 by JAMA.

E.T. Russian is a multi-sensory artist, author, filmmaker and healthcare provider from
Seattle. Russian is the author of The Ring of Fire Anthology and has published work in
The Stranger, The Seattle Weekly, Gay Genius and The Collective Tarot. Russian is a
member of cartooning collective THE HAND, an Advisory Board Member for Seattle's
Short Run Comix & Arts Festival, a featured artist with Sins Invalid and dance company
Light Motion, and Co-Director of the movie Third Antenna. etrussian.com

Whit Taylor is an award-winning cartoonist, editor, and health educator fromm New
Jersey. Her comics have been published by The New Yorker, The Nib, and others.
Taylor and Joyce Rice’s public health history graphic novel, The Greater Good, will be
published in 2026.
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