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ABOUT THE PROJECT

For four days every fall during the past five years, 
Seattle/King County Clinic opened its doors 
at Seattle Center to offer free dental, medical 
and vision care. No insurance was needed, no 
documentation required, and all were welcomed. 
And people came by the thousands, waiting in line 
for hours, even overnight, for the range of services 
offered at this volunteer-run healthcare event. 

Who were these patients, and what were their 
reasons for waiting in line for healthcare in an 
arena? Community stakeholders, healthcare 
agencies and policy makers wanted to find out 
what brought them here and what experiences 
they have had with healthcare, both at the Clinic 
and every day. So, for three years Clinic organizers 
invited artists who work in a storytelling medium 
to roam through the giant venue, talk to patients 
and volunteers, and document the stories that 
were generously shared. The experiences they 
heard resonated with the artists, many who have 
also struggled to pay for healthcare, or delayed 
treatment because they could not afford it, or 
know people undergoing the same difficulties with 
healthcare access. 
	
Through these stories, we aim to draw attention to 
the diversity of circumstances that brought people 
to Seattle/King County Clinic and the humanity 
of a community that came together to help those 
in need. We hope these stories will stimulate 
conversations about the struggles many people face 
with healthcare and the need for solutions so that 
everyone can have the opportunity to thrive.

Meredith Li-Vollmer, Editor
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Her comics have appeared in The Huffington Post, 
Mutha Magazine, The Establishment, The Seattle 
Weekly, Bust, and Grab Back Comics among others. 
amycambercomics.com

Owen Curtsinger is a comic artist and illustrator. 
His work focuses mostly on science and research-
based topics, such as narwhal evolution, solar 
magnetism, and other natural wonders. He holds 
a certificate in Natural Science Illustration and a 
BA in Creative Writing, both from the University of 
Washington.

Ellen Forney is the author of bestselling graphic 
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and Me, and its self-care companion book Rock 
Steady: Brilliant Advice From My Bipolar Life. Ellen 
curated the traveling exhibition, Graphic Medicine: 
Ill-Conceived & Well-Drawn! for the National Library 
of Medicine, and teaches comics at Cornish College 
of the Arts in Seattle. ellenforney.com 

Eroyn Franklin is a comics artist, illustrator, arts 
educator, and Creative Director of Short Run Comix 
and Arts Festival. She has written 2 graphic novels, 
the Xeric-winning Another Glorious Day at the 
Nothing Factory, and Detained, which is part of a 
permanent Wing Luke Museum exhibit at Inscape 
in Seattle. eroynfranklin.com

Kelly Froh is a comic artist, art instructor, and co-
founder and Executive Director of Short Run Comix 
& Arts Festival in Seattle. Her work can be found at 
cargocollective.com/kefroh and previously in The 
Seattle Weekly, The Seattle Review of Books, Moss, 
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Tatiana Gill is a Seattle-based cartoonist who 
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