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ABOUT THE PROJECT

For four days every fall during the past five years, 
Seattle/King County Clinic opened its doors 
at Seattle Center to offer free dental, medical 
and vision care. No insurance was needed, no 
documentation required, and all were welcomed. 
And people came by the thousands, waiting in line 
for hours, even overnight, for the range of services 
offered at this volunteer-run healthcare event. 

Who were these patients, and what were their 
reasons for waiting in line for healthcare in an 
arena? Community stakeholders, healthcare 
agencies and policy makers wanted to find out 
what brought them here and what experiences 
they have had with healthcare, both at the Clinic 
and every day. So, for three years Clinic organizers 
invited artists who work in a storytelling medium 
to roam through the giant venue, talk to patients 
and volunteers, and document the stories that 
were generously shared. The experiences they 
heard resonated with the artists, many who have 
also struggled to pay for healthcare, or delayed 
treatment because they could not afford it, or 
know people undergoing the same difficulties with 
healthcare access. 
 
Through these stories, we aim to draw attention to 
the diversity of circumstances that brought people 
to Seattle/King County Clinic and the humanity 
of a community that came together to help those 
in need. We hope these stories will stimulate 
conversations about the struggles many people face 
with healthcare and the need for solutions so that 
everyone can have the opportunity to thrive.

Meredith Li-Vollmer, Editor
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